
GOVERNMENT OF PUDUCHERRY 
DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS

(PERSONNEL WING)
No. M-13/910/2026/DPAR/SS-I(3)(73460) Puducherry, dt: 09.07.2026

I.D. NOTE

Sub: AIS - Legal assistance to serving/retired members of All 
India Services - Instructions of the Government of India - 
Communicated - Reg.

Ref: l.Ministry of Home Affairs' Letter No. 15041/01/2020-UTS-I 
(Part-I), dated 23.06.2026.

2. DoPT Letter No. 11018/01/2024-AIS-III, dated 
15.06.2026.

Kind attention of the All India Service Officers serving under the 
Government of Puducherry is invited to the references cited.

2. The Department of Personnel & Training, Government of India has 
reiterated the existing provisions relating to the grant of legal and 
financial assistance to serving and retired members of the All India 
Services in connection with legal proceedings. The instructions, appended 
to the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, together with 
the relevant Government of India Orders issued from time to time, have 
been enclosed with the communication for information and guidance.

3. A copy of the above mentioned communications along with the 
instructions is enclosed herewith. All the All India Service Officers serving 
under the Government of Puducherry are therefore, requested to take 
note of the contents for guidance.

// BY ORDER //
Digitally signed by 
S Murugesan 
Date: 09-07-2026 
16:05:37

(S. MURUGESAN)
UNDER SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT

Encl.: As above.

To
All India Service Officers,
Government of Puducherry.



No. 15041/0  l/2020.UTS-I(Part-I) 

STRrT ^TT^TT/Government of India 

^  *rer^nr/Ministry of Home Affairs
* * * * *

Kartavya Bhavan - 03, New Delhi
Dated the 22'̂  June, 2026

To,

7 * V

All Chief Secretaries/Advisors to Administrators,
AGMUT cadre

Subject: Legal Assistance to serving/retired members of All India 
Services - reg

Sir,

I am directed to forward herewith the copy of the Department of 
Personnel & Training's letter No. 11018/01/2024-AIS-III dated 15.06.2026 
on the above mentioned subject for information and necessary action.

Yours faithfully,

Enel: As above

O/o. THE SECRETARY 
CHIEF SECRETARIAT. PUDUCHERR f

PH3-S / GAD I LAD IVIG 
TCP i nbG / 53/ (HOME I CCD)

Receipt

Received on:.. ,.S  .JU H ,.2 Q 2 §

Despatched on:....

(C.P. VinocTKumar)
Under Secretary /Consultant 

Tele. No.: O il 2401 0274 
Email: souts l@mha.oov.in
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UTS-1 Sedior/MHA,

Dy No.....—
No.11018/01 /2024-AIS-MI __2 2 ] (■)( 71

Government of India ” *
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions 

Department of Personnel & Training

Kartavya Bhavan - 3. New Delhi 
Dated the |5^June. 2026 

To,
The Chief Secretaries of all States UTs

Subject: Legal assistance to serving retired members of All India Services -  
reg.

Sir Ma'am.

I am directed to refer to the subject noted above and to state that there have 
been instances where questions have been raised relating to availability and the 
circumstances for providing legal and financial assistance to AIS officers for the 
conduct of legal proceedings by or agamst him.

2. In this regard, attention is invited to the provisions relating to legal assistance 
contained in the instructions appended to the All India Services (Discipline and 
Appeal) Rules, 1969. The relevant instructions, inter alia, provide as follows.

(a) Provisions have been laid upon the availability of providing legal 
assistance to government servants as per Ministry of Home Affairs O.M No 
45/5/53-Est(A) dated 08.01 1959

(b) Further, provisions have also been laid upon the availability of 
providing legal assistance to retired government servants as per D.P. & A.R 
letter no. 28022/1,75-Estt.(A) dated 20 01 1977 and instructions contained in 
the aforementioned letter were later extended !o the retired members of All 
India Services as per O.M. No 11018/3/77-AIS{tH) dated 29 04.1977.

3 The aforementioned instructions, copies enclosed, related to providing legal 
financial assistance to serving retired members of All India Services is being 
reiterated herewith for information.

Encl.: As Stated.
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Yours faithfully.

“ID  .w.

(Kavita Chauhan) 
Under Secretary lo the Government of India 

Tel 011 • 2401 0416



A

authorities to keep a stnct watch on the conduct of membe;s of the All India Services in ** 
regard to matters covered by the aforesaid Rules Violation of any of the provisions of 
rule 20 of the All India Services (Conduct) Rules./Ts68 will constitute a good and 
sufficient reason for taking disciplinary action against 3 member of the All India Service 
While any of the penalties specified in rule 6 qylhe All India Service (Discipline and 
Appeal) Rules, 1969 can be imposed on a member of an All India Service for good and 
sufficient reasons after following the presented procedure, the disciplinary authorities 
should take a very serious view of an v io lation  of rule 20 of the All India Services 
(Conduct) Rules. 1968 and should nc^fiesitate tc impose the severest punishment on 
such members of the All India Servjefes who are proved guilty of violating the said Rule

2 I am to request that the contents of this letter may be brought to the notice of all 
members of the All India Services working under the State Government

[Extract of letter No 11017/V76— AIS(III) dated 5-2-76 ]

IV. PROVIDING LEGAL AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO RETIRED 
GOVERNMENT SERVANT-EXTENSION OF GOI O.M.No. 28022/1/75— 
Estt.(A), DATED THE 20™ JANUARY. 1977 TO M EM BERS OF THE ALL 
INDIA SERV ICES.

1 The instructions containea in this Department s Office Memorandum No 
28022/1 <75— Estt iA). dated the 20th January. 1977 are extended to the retired 
members of the All India Services

(letter No 1 l01&'3/77-AIS<lll). dated 29-4-77 )
(i) Copy o f D P. & A.R. letter No. 28022/1,75—  Estt.(A), dated 20,n January. 1977

1 A question has been raised whether, and if so. under what circumstances. 
Government should provide legal and financial assistance to a retired Government 
servant for the conduct of legal proceedings instituted against him by a pnvate party in 
respect of matters connected with his official duties or position before his retirement 
This has been considered by the Government and it has been decided that the 
provisions contained in paragraph 2(c) of the Ministry of Home Affairs O M No 45/5/53- 
Estt(A). dated 8th January, 1959 (Copy enclosed) should be extended also to be retired 
Government servants Accordingly, the provisions contained in the aforesaid paragraph, 
with the exception of the provision regarding grant of advance from Provident Fund wsil 
apply also to Government servants who have retired from service other than those who 
have been compulsorily retired from service as a measure of punishment Further the 
amount of interest free advance that may be granted to a retired Government servant 
wifi be subject to a maximum limit of Rs 500 -

2 The form of declaration to be obtained from a retired Government servant when the 
Government undertakes his defence and the form of Bord to be obtained from him, if 
advance is granted to cover legal expenses are enclosed as Annexure A and B to this 
Office Memorandum

3 The provisions regarding consultation with Union Public Service Commission and the 
authority competent to take decision in each case will be the same as those contained in 
Ministry of Home Affairs Office Memorandum dated 8th January, 1959

(it) Copy O fM H A  O.M. No. 45/5/53— Est(A), dated 8-1-59.
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1 A question has been raised whether, and if so. under what circumstances. 
Government should provide legal and financial assistance to a Government servant for 
the conduct of legal proceedings by or against him The following decisions which have 
been taken in consultation with the Ministnes of Law and Finance and the Comptroller 
and Auditor General are circulated for information and guidance

2 [al Proceedings initiated by Government in respect of matters connected
with official duties or position of the Government servant

Government will not give any assistance to a Government servant for his 
defence in any proceedings civil or criminal instituted against him by the 
State in respect of matters ansmg out of or connected with his official duties 
or his official position Should however the proceedings conclude in favour 
of the Government servant. Government will entertain his claim for 
reimbursement of costs incurred by him for his defence, and if Government 
are satisfied from the facts and circumstances of the case that the 
Government servant was subjected to the strain of the proceedings without 
proDer justification they will consider whether the whole or any reasonable 
proportion of the expenses incurred by the Government servant for his 
defence should be reimbursed to him

(b» Proceedings in respect of matters not connected with official 
duties or position of the Government servant.

Government will not give any assistance to a Government servant or 
reimburse the expenditure incurred by him in the conduct of proceedings in 
respect of matters not arising oul of, or connected with, his official duties or 
his official position irrescective of whether the proceedings were instituted 
by a pnvate party against the Government servant or vice versa

ici Proceedings instituted by a private party against a Government 
servant in respect of matters connected with his official duties or 
position.

(n If the Government on consideration of the facts and circumstances 
of the case consider that it will be in the public interest that 
Government should themselves undertake the defence of the 
Government servart in such proceedings and if the Government 
servant agrees to such a course, the Government servant should 
be required to make a statement in writing as ir Annexure A and 
thereafter Government should make arrangements for the conduct 
of the proceedings as if the proceedings had been instituted 
against Government.

(«; If the Government servant proposes to conduct his defence in 
such proceedings hin self, the question of reimbursement pf 
reasonable costs incurred by him for his defence may be 
considered in case the proceedings conclude in his favour In 
determining the amount or costs to be so reimbursed, 
Government will cons-der how far the Court nas vindicated the 
acts of the Government servant The conclusion of proceedings in

M)h
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favour of the Government servant will not by itself justify 
reimbursement

To enable the Government servant to meet the expenses of his 
defence Government may sanction at their discretion an interest free 
advance not exceeding Rs 500/- or the Government servant s 
substantive pay for three months whichever is greater, after obtaining 
from the Government servant a bond in the form reproduced as 
Annexure B The amount advanced would be subject to adjustment 
against the amount if any to be reimbursed as above

The Government servant may also be granted any advance from any 
Provident Fund to which he is a subscriber not exceeding three 
months pay or one half of the balance standing to his credit, whichever 
is <ess This advance will be repayable in accordance with the rules of 
the Fund

(d) Proceedings instituted by a Government servant of his being 
required by Government to vindicate his official conduct.

A Government servant may be required to vindicate his conduct in a 
Court of Law m certain circumstances (vide Ministry of Home Affairs
O M No F 25<’32/5-!-EsU(A), dated 8th January 1959) The question 
whether costs incurred by the Government sen/ant in such cases 
should be reimbursed by the Government and if sc. to what extent 
should be left over for consideration in the light of the result of the 
proceedings Government may however, sanction an interest-free 
advance, in suitable instalments, of any amount to be determined by 
them in each case on the execution of a bond by the Government 
servant in the form reproduced in Annexure B

In determining the amount of costs to be reimbursed on the conclusion 
of the proceedings the Government will consider to what ex’.ent the 
Court has vindicated acts of the Government servant in the 
proceedings Conclusion of the proceedings in favour of the 
Government servant will not by itself justify reimbursement

(e) Proceedings instituted by a Government servant suo motu, 
with the previous sanction of Government to vindicate his 
conduct arising out of or connected with his official duties or 
position.

If a Government servant resorts !o a Court of Law with the previous 
sanction of Government to vindicate his conduct arising out of or 
connected with his official duties or position, though not reauired to do 
so by Government, he will not ordmanly be entitled to any assistance 
but Government may. m deserving cases, sanction advances in the 
manner indicated in sub-para c(n) above but no part of the expenses 
incurred by the Government servant will be reimbursed to him even if 
he succeeds in the proceedings

30’
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3 Clause (d) of article 320(3) of the Constilution requires consultation with the Union 
Public Service Commission on any daim of Government servant for the reimbursement 
of the costs incurred by him in defending legal proceedings instituted against him in 
respect of acts done or purporting to be done in the execution of his duty In other cases 
consultation with the Union Public Service Commission is not obligatory, but it will be 
open tc Government to seek the Commission s advice if considered necessary

4 The question whether a case falls under article 320(3)(d) of the Constitution so as to 
require consultation with the Commission may at times be difficult to determine It may 
be stated generally that the consultation is obligatory in a case where a reasonable 
connection exists between the act of the Government servant and the discharge of his 
official duties The act must bear such relation to the official duties that the Government 
servant could lay a reasonable but not a pretended or a fanciful claim that he did it in the 
course of the performance of his duties

5 The appropriate authority for taking decision in each case will be the administrative 
Ministry of the Government of India concerned wno will consult the Finance and Lav/ 
Mmistnes, where necessary The Comptroller and Auditor General of India will exercise 
the powers of an administrative Ministry in respect of the personnel of the Indian Audit 
and Accounts Department

6 In so far as persons serving in ’.he Indian Audit and Accounts Department are 
concerned, these orders are issued in consultation with the Comptroller and Auditor 
General

ANNEXURE A

(Here enter description o f (he proceedings)

The Government of India having been pleased to undertake my defence in the 
above proceedings 1 hereby agree to render such assistance to Government as may be 
required for my defence and further agree that I shall not hold Government in any way 
responsible if the proceedings end in a decision adverse to me

Date .................... ...

Signature of the retired Government servant 
ANNEXURE B

SV THIS BOND  ■’/ ___________ ___________ ______________________ d retired
Government servant at present residing at ________________________ having taken an

advance of R s ________________ /Rupees _________________________  onlyl from the

President of India (hereinafter called the 'Government) promise and undertake to refund 
and pay to the Government the said sum of Rs. __________  in _______________

' w e  g iv rt rt»e -a m a  -ind pa rticu la rs  o f ih e  rofirwn G ovarnm H ni $e*vant T K lcd in g  the ocs t • by h im  before
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“ equa/ monthly _____ ___________ instalment ___ ___________ of Rs
________  payable by the 10th of every month commencing from

a>

2 And I agree that in case I (ail to pay any of the above mentioned instalment on 
due date, the entire balance of the amount then remaining due shall at once become 
due and payable by me to the Government and if I fail to pay the same within six months 
from the date on which the balance of the amount thus becomes due for payment the 
Government shall have the right to recover the same from me by due process of Law

Dated this___________________day of___________________ 20

(Signature of the retired Government servant)
Witness to signature 

Accepted

1 _________________________

2  

13Signature

(Designation)
for and on behalf of the President of India

V CONDITIONS PRESCRIBED  FOR A MEMBER OF TH E^ERV IC E TO TAKE 
THE ASSISTANCE OF A RETIRED GOVERNMENT SERVANT.

1 In pursuance of the provision contained in clause(b) of s^ ru ie  (9) of rule 8 of the All 
India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, the president hereby prescribes the 
following conditions subject to which a member of the- Service may take the assistance 
of a retired Government servant to present the cass-'on his behalf

Sub para (i) S (it)— Deletecf /-
/

(i) No retired Government servapf can take up more than three cases at a time 
At the time of appearanc^tfefore Ihe Inquiry Officer the retired Government 
servant should certify j>3t he has only three cases on hand at that time/

(ii) A retired Government servant cannot assist a member of an All India 
Service in disciplinary proceedings after the expiry of three years from the

M More mention the numo« of instalments
"  Here mention the date cf commencement of the first .nstaiimcnt
11 Here ment>on the des»gnation of the officci who .5 authorized to execute the bona under article 299<>) of the 
constitution
M VKJe DP&T letter No 1101 ft/5/86-AIS{lll)dated 20 01 1907
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